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PHYSICIAN AT THE SCENE/MEDICAL DIRECTION 
 

Purpose 
 

A. To provide guidelines for prehospital personnel who encounter a physician at the scene 
of an emergency 

 
General Principles 
 
A. The prehospital provider has a duty to respond to an emergency, initiate treatment, and 

conduct an assessment of the patient to the extent possible. 
B. A physician who voluntarily offers or renders medical assistance at an emergency scene 

is generally considered a "Good Samaritan." However, once a physician initiates 
treatment, he/she may feel a physician-patient relationship has been established. 

C. Good patient care should be the focus of any interaction between pre-hospital care 
providers and the physician. 

D. If a “Provider” is already rendering care when the EMS agency arrives, that “Provider” 
has already established a “Provider”-patient relationship. A formal report and transfer of 
care is required from the on-scene “Provider”. Only licensed physicians may choose to 
maintain care and accompany the patient to the hospital. 

 
POLICY 

 
1. “Providers” on-scene may render care to a patient after EMS arrives only if 

a. They are a licensed physician 
b. They verbalize that they have established a provider-patient relationship and take 

on responsibility of that patient’s care 
c. They are willing to and agree to accompany the patient in the ambulance to the 

hospital for a physician-to-physician handoff of care. 
2. Other “Providers” may continue to assist MCEMS providers in basic level care: 

a. as appropriate if additional manpower is needed 
b. at the discretion and direction of  MCEMS 

3. Physicians on-scene, if they are not currently employed in the ED of SMH or CH, are 
NEVER allowed to provide medical control to EMS system personnel. 

4. EMS providers will not deviate from these protocols when assisting a physician on scene. 
5. Every situation may be different, based on the physician, the scene, and the condition of 

the patient. 
 
PROCEDURE 
 

1. Establish communication with the “Provider” and receive a report. If “Provider” is a 
physician they must then either maintain control of the patient’s care and travel with the 
patient, or make a formal transfer of care to the EMT and his/her acting medical director 
(EDP). 

2. “On-scene” shall refer to the physical presence of a physician at the patient’s location. A 
physician on the phone may not assume control of a patient. 

3. Any problems should be referred to the base physician by the MCEMS recorded 
telephone line (preferred) or radio. 

a. Recorded line: (970) 986-6606 
 
 

 
 
*For step-by-step procedure See algorithm below. 
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PHYSICIAN AT THE SCENE/MEDICAL DIRECTION ALGORITHM 
 

 
 

MCEMS provider 
engages in patient care 

MCEMS arrives 
on scene 

Provider on-scene provides 
report on patient and 

relinquishes patient care 

MCEMS Provide care per 
protocol 

Physician wants to remain involved in or 
will not relinquish patient care 

MCEMS provider indentifies self and 
level of training 

Physician willing to 
provide assistance  

(at direction/discretion of 
MCEMS provider) 

Provide general 
instructions and utilize 
physician assistance 

Physician requests to 
maintain full responsibility for 
patient and/or performs care 
inappropriate or inconsistent 

with guidelines 

Advise physician of your 
responsibility to the patient 

and request they ride in with 
patient if they will not 

relinquish care 

Physician does not 
relinquish patient care 

and continues with care 
inconsistent with 

guidelines 

Contact Base for 
Medical Consult 

Physician 
relinquishes care 

Provide care per 
protocol 


